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Offering the latest in 
technology:  

i-CAT FLX.
Optimal view for 

orthodontic  
treatment planning.
Less radiation than 
conventional x-rays.

Visit us at  www.BridghamSmiles.com
Our mission...  to make you smile!

Putnam Humane Society

Putnam Humane Society, Old Rt. 6, Carmel; 845-225-7777 
www.puthumane.org; Open 7 days a week from 10am-4:30pm

Shockey is a very hand-
some 9 year old boy with 
the warmest brown eyes. 
He was a very loved 
family member until 
his mom became too ill 
to care for him. He was 
always by her side, and 
she says he loved his 
walks and playtime too. 
Shockey knows all of his 
basic obedience, and will 
make a great companion. 
He would love a home 
without other pets. Can 
you open your heart and 
home to this sweet boy?

Kaizer is a stunning black male 
cat with the sweetest and most 
loving personality. If you’re 
looking for a playful and snug-
gly boy, Kaizer could be your 
purrfect cat! He’ll roll over and 
reach out to all who pass by and 
DͿHFWLRQDWHO\�SXUU�ZKHQ�JLYHQ�
attention. He’s about 4 years old 
and hasn’t had the easiest life. 
He came to the shelter with an 
old leg injury and tested posi-
tive for FIV. He can go to a home 
with other FIV+ cats, or be just 
as happy as your one and only 
loving kitty. He’s doing great 
QRZ�DQG�FDQ·W�ZDLW�WR�ÀQG�D�
family to wrap his paws around. 

Shockey

Kaizer

BY SUE GUZMAN
SENIOR WRITER

A new play written by Janice 
Maff ei and directed by School-
house Artistic Director Bram 
Lewis makes its debut June 2 at 
the Schoolhouse Th eater in Cro-
ton Falls, in a show that will run 
through June 19. 

Bocce, meatballs, nerve and 
ritual are all in the mix in How to 
Bury a Saint. Th e fi ctional “dram-
edy” is set in Mahopac and tells 
the story of three generations of 
the Colasuanno family—Italian-
Americans with roots in Cal-
abria.

Maff ei was sparked to write 
Saint as a result of a 2013 con-
troversy at a Brooklyn bocce club 
that refused to allow women to 
become voting members.  When 
interviewed by the New York 
Times, a member of the bocce 
club explained the rationale for 
keeping the club all-male: “I 
want to play comfortable. I want 
to be able to scratch myself and 
play like the barbarian I am.”

In the story, Patsy is the matri-
arch, and wants to join the bocce 

club, but it’s for ‘men only.’  She 
is the “nonna” or grandmother 
to Louis, who drives the fl ower 
car for a local funeral home and 
lacks a sense of deeper purpose.  
Patsy is troubled by her grand-
son’s failure to launch and is con-
vinced he’s the victim of the “evil 
eye” and in need of a malocchio 

ritual to remove the curse. Patsy’s 
daughter Lucy wants both her 
mother’s meatball recipe and 
some respect. Facing off  with the 
family is Sal Cetrullo, the presi-
dent of the bocce club, Javier the 
Panamanian plumber who is Lu-
cy’s live-in boyfriend, and Ashley 
Bevilacqua, who is Louis’ love 
interest.

For Maff ei, it was also the 
story of her own family. A proud 
Italian-American, the playwright 
was raised in a family where her 
mother made excellent meatballs 
that no one can replicate to this 
day.

When her mother died in 
1991 without handing down the 
offi  cial recipe, the question of 
how to keep a tradition alive, yet 
move beyond it, resonated with 
her.  How are family traditions 

preserved and carried on? How 
do you acquire a meatball recipe, 
learn to dance the tarantella, or be 
a girl and get to play bocce? How 
are new traditions created as the 
family circle expands through 
marriage between diff erent faiths 
and cultures?

Th e play delves deeply into 
what it means to be a family and 
how identities are preserved and 
carried on.  It will have the au-
dience thinking about gender 
issues in their own family and 
considering how what happens 
in the home sets the course for 
women in the world. 

For director Bram Lewis, the 
production will be “A full meal, 
something the theater will serve 
up for us all to digest.  We’ll have 
a lot for the audience to relish in 
terms of the frail and silly.  We’ll 

get a chance to open up and ex-
amine our own values and then 
discuss it at a talk back after each 
Sunday show.” Th e audience can 
also expect to be treated to the 
sounds of Louie Prima, Connie 
Francis and Dean Martin, and 
maybe even a game of bocce.  

Show times June 2-19 are 
Th ursdays through Saturdays at 
8:00 pm and Sundays at 3:00 pm.  
Individual tickets for main stage 
productions are $38.  Senior citi-
zen discount tickets are $35 and 
student tickets are available at 
$15.  Th ey can be purchased on-
line at www.schoolhousetheater.
org or by calling the box offi  ce at 
914-277-8477.  Th e Schoolhouse 
is located at 3 Owens Road, Cro-
ton Falls, NY, just off  exit 8 on 
I-684.

A slice of Italian life comes to Schoolhouse Theater
‘How to Bury a Saint’ makes world premiere
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Playwright Janice Maffei’s new 

play makes its debut June 2 at 

The Schoolhouse Theater.


